THE SLINGERLAND® APPROACH

The Slingerland® Approach is an
adaptation for classroom use of the Orton-
Gillingham method used throughout the
United States and Canada. This structured,
sequential,  simultaneous  multi-sensory
teaching approach is designed to teach
students the integrated skills of speaking,
reading, writing and spelling. When
incorporated from the beginning of language
arts instruction in the general education
classroom, this approach is effective in
preventing at-risk students from experiencing
failure while providing all emergent readers
with a comprehensive foundation for
reading. The program’s flexibility, however,
makes it an excellent remedial tool for
dyslexic individuals of all ages.

All learning takes place through the
simultaneous involvement of the Auditory,
Visual and Kinesthetic- motor channels. It is
in the linkage of these channels that dyslexic
individuals often have difficulty.  The
Slingerland®  Approach  teaches  the
alphabetic principle starting with the smallest
unit of sight, sound, and feel — a single letter.
Expanding upon that single unit, students are
taught through an approach that strengthens
inter-sensory associations and enables the
stronger channels of learning to reinforce the
weak. It is systematic, explicit, and
integrated, providing a comprehensive
language learning experience.

Direct instruction begins with oral
language development and phonological
awareness activities. From single letters,
students are taught how to associate sounds
with their visual counterparts and blend those
letters to spell words. They proceed to add
suffixes and prefixes, and write phrases,
sentences, paragraphs and themes. Students
are taught the phonetic rules and
generalizations of the English language.
Rather than a weekly spelling list, children
work with a dictation paragraph that allows
practice with punctuation, capitalization, and
language mechanics as well as spelling.
Through this carefully guided approach, they

learn the structure of the English language
and its functional use while developing
confidence in their own abilities to use that
language effectively.

In addition to the development of
phonemic awareness and strong decoding
strategies, the  Slingerland®  Approach
continues along the hierarchy of reading
skills through a structured preparation for
reading segment based upon the way all
children develop language skills. Selected
phrases from the text are used to introduce
new  vocabulary, build  prerequisite
background knowledge, and clarify concepts
while the students are practicing repeated
and fluent reading of difficult text segments.
The teacher carefully structures the reading
selection to further aid the students with
increased fluency — speed, accuracy, and
proper expression - and improved
comprehension. A variety of comprehension
strategies elicit improved factual recall and
vocabulary expansion, as well as the
generation of predictions, inferences, and
relative generalizations. The methodology of
the instruction incorporates Directed Reading
and Thinking Aloud (DRTA) strategies as
well as Guided Reading, Shared Reading and
Independent Silent Reading.

As the teachers are trained in
techniques and instructional methodology,
they study the theory and background of
early learning development and learning to
read along with the rationale of research-
based reading practices. The intense training
for teachers includes lectures, demonstration
teaching, daily lesson plan development, and
an observed practicum in which teachers
receive feedback and solve real problems
while working with a child in order to give
them a thorough experience before returning
to their classrooms.

The Slingerland® Multisensory Approach to
Language Arts is accredited at the Teaching and
Instructor of Teaching levels by the International
Multisensory Structured Language Education
Council (IMSLEC)




